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PREFACE. 


[T isa very defirable, and will be a happy, time, la xi. 13) 


when Ephraim fhall not envy Judah, and Judah 


fhall not vex Ephraim. When the two fticks thall be Bsek.nxxvil.19) 


made one, then will be rolled away the great reproach 


of Chriftianity ; as all the churches will be perfectly 1 Cor. i. 10. 
joined together in the fame mind and in the fame Zeph. iii. g. 


judgement, and ferve the Lord with one confent. We 
might hope this happy time was near approaching, 


if all the faints and faithful in Chrift were endeavour- Eph. iv. g. 
ing to keep the unity of the fpirit in the bond of Eph. v.2. 


peace, and were walking together in love, without 
infifting upon an exact uniformity in mere external 
modes of worfhip, which are not effential either to the 
being of a Chriftian or of a true church of Chrift. Is 
it not ftrange, that thofe, who plead for and enjoy 
liberty of confcience, fhould be unwilling to allow 
their Chriftian brethren to fit at the Lord’s ‘Table with 
them, unlefs they fubmit to a different mode of Bap- 
tifm to what they believe is right ? 

It is true, Padobaptifts, in general, fhew their 
Chriftian charity in allowing liberty of confcience, 
and freely admitting Baptifts, whom they judge to be ~ 
| faints and faithful, into Communion with them : 
and fome of the Baptifts too are of the fame truly ca- 
tholic fpirit: fuch only as have adopted and go by the 
name of ftri€& Baptifts, barricade the doors of their 
churches, and infift on an uniformity in the outward 
mode of Baptifm as a term of admiffion into fellow- 


fhip with them, 
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Rom. xiv. 4 
20, 13, 

Tim, Vie 4. 

a Cor. xii, 20. 


C 
The difhonourable progeny of a narrow, rigid, and 
bigotted, party-fpirit, are pride, envy, anger, hatred, 
wrath, ftrifes, and divifions: fuch as are under its 
influence readily judge, defpife, fet at nought, and 
walk uncharitably with, fuch brethren whofe judge- 
ments differ from them in matters of {mall moment. 
But the fpirit of Chrift breathes love, kindnefs, 
humblenefs of mind, gentlenefs, meeknefs, long fuf- 
fering, and a forbearing one another in love. The 
following thoughts are made public, in hopes they 
may be a happy means of cooling unfeemly fiery zeal, 
and of foftening fevere brethren into love and unity 
with all faints. And Ict every anonymous Zoilus 
or Momus expect pity, with juft and filent contempt. 


PRELIMINARY 


i 
Gal. v. 22, 23. 
see 
Col. iii. 12, 13. 
Ephw. 
Eph. le 14. 
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REMARKS. 


I, JF we may have ground to believe, that any are 
called to be faints, and faithful in Chrift, who 
are fo weak as to deny Water-Baptifm to be a conti- 
nued ordinance of Chrift, it is to no purpofe to afk 
whether fuch may be admitted into the Church and 
tothe Table without Baptifm; as they deny alfo the 
Lord’s-Supper and the order and difcipline of the 
Church, and confequently will not defire or requeft 
admittance either into a Church of Chrift or to his 
table: and furely no one ought to be admitted into 
fuch a free fociety as a Church of Chrift without his 
own voluntary defire and choice. 

II. No plea can be made for the admittance of any, 


who know and believe Water-Baptifin to be an ordi- 1 Pet.iii. at. 


nance of Chrift, and yet are unwilling to anfwer a 
good confcience, by being found in the practice of it, 
as they apprehend it, according to the mind of Chrift. 


Luke xii. 476 


For any one, who wittingly and willingly lives in the Jam. iv. 17. 


neglect of this ordinance, is unworthy of a place in 


the Houfe of God, or at his Table. As to him that Lev, xix. a 


_ knoweth to do good and doth it not, to him it is fin 
againft light, of an aggravated nature, and it would 
be fuffering fin upon him, to admit him in the 
leé&t of a known duty. 

III. But the queftion is, whether or not the 
Houfe of God fhould be open, and his Table free, for 
faints and brethren in Chrift, who believe and pro- 
fefs Water-Baptifm to be an ordinance of Chrift, and 
have been baptized in the mode they think is right, 

B2 though 
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though it may be different from the judgements of 
their brethren whom they defire communion with. 

Or, fuppofing fome think, that profeffing believers are 
the only proper fubjects for Baptifm, and immerfion, 
or dipping the whole body in water, to be the only 
proper mode of it: and others think, that infants, at 
leaft, fuch as have believing parents, are alfo proper 
fubjeéts for Baptifm; and that pouring or fprinkling 
of water is a proper mode. Whether thefe perfons, 
of fuch different fentiments about this external ordi- 
nance of Baptifm, may enjoy Church Fellowthip with 
each other, and fit together atthe Lord’s Table? [| 
cannot help thinking that the following Reafons fuf- 
ficiently evince, that this difference in judgement 
fhould not prevent mutual love, union, and commu- 
nion, with each other, in the Houfe of God and at 
his Table, 
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bers of his myttical body, in which there fhould be no og. 


S all, who are called to be faints and faithful pom. i.«. 
in Chrift Jefus, whether they be Baptifts Eph-1v. 6. 


Pflal. 


I, 
_or Pedobaptifts, are in the fame near rela- 5 6. 


tion to God, as their heavenly Father, and fo are Eph. ae 
brethren ; — are all equally beloved of him, as his 
dear children ; — born in his houfe and of his houfe- 
hold; and as he hath promifed and gives them all a 
place and a name in his houfe, better than of fons and 
daughters, an everlafting name, that fhall not be cut 
off; and alfo as, in all places where he records his rod. xx. 94. 
name, though only two or three are gathered together, 
he affords them his gracious prefence and blefling ; 
therefore, as brethren, it is good and pleafant for Pfal. cxxaiiit. 
them to dwell together in love and unity, and not to & "¥ #4 
fall out by the way, or attempt to deprive each other 
of the common privileges of their Father’s houfe, or 
the means of enjoying his prefence, by fhutting the 
door, and keeping them from his Table. 

II. As they have all obtained the like precious faith, oPia:t5 


and are called in one body, fo are,one in Chrift, mem- ©e!. 11. xv. 
1 Cor. xu. i2te, 


{fchifm, even thofe members which to us feem feeble, 


_unneceflary, lefs honourable, and unlovely, fhould 


not be fevered from the body, as ufelefs, or ‘as not 
belonging to it, but be loved, cared for, and fym- - 
pathized with : and as the Lord’s Supper is peculiarly 


defigned to reprefent this one body, and to promote : Cor.x. 17. 
love 
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( 2) 
Jove and unity in the whole body ; as we are all par- 
takers of the one bread in it; therefore none of the 
members of this one body ought to exclude each other 
from it, though they may be miftaken in things not 
effential and which do not affect their moral walk. 
Gal. vi. 15. III. As Water-Baptifm in itfelf, whether it be ad- 


Rom. miniftered in infancy or when adult, or by the mode 


of fprinkling or dipping, makes none a real faint or 

Chriftian, or renders any proper fubjects for church 
fellowfhip : but as thofe, who are baptized by the one 

1 Cor. xii, 13- fpirit in regeneration, are made real faints and Chrif- 
tians thereby, and are all baptized into the one body, 

(the true myftical Church of Chrift,) and are all made 

to drink into one fpirit, and alfo have truly fellow- 

2 Johni.3- fhip with the Father, Son, and Spirit, and in the 
Phil.i.5-  Gofpel; therefore fuch ought not to be refufed fellow- 
fhip with the faints, at the Table of the Lord, let 
their fentiments and practice about Water-Baptifm be 

what they may. 

Pet. iii. xxi.  1V. As Water-Baptifm is only a figure or 
Pils 3- an outward fign, or one leaf of our profeffion, there- 
fore we ought not to refufe or reje&t the fubftance for 

the fign or fhadow; the kernel for the outward 
Job. xix. 28. fhe]] ; the fruit, or root of the matter, for a defect in 
Rom. xiv. 15, one leaf; and deftroy the peace and edification of 
i = ‘7 *8:'% brethren who have the bleffing and root of the matter 
1 in them; as we know that the kingdom of God is not 
meat and drink, or water, but righteoufnefs and peace, — 
and joy in the Holy Ghoft; and he that, in thefe » 
things, ferveth Chrift, is acceptable to God, and fhould 
be approved of by us, and not kept out of the Houfe 

of God and from his Table. 

AGsii. 41. V. As Water-Baptifm is an ordinance and perfonal 
duty out of the church, which principally concerns 
\ the party baptized, as to the right and mode of admi- 
| niftration ; and as thofe who are of a different mind 
are 
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3.) 
are not obliged to join in, or even be prefent at, the 
adminiftration of it, contrary to their own confcien- 
ces, but each one, apart by himfelf, or with fuch as 
are of the fame mind, may ftrictly difcharge what he 


apprehends his own duty therein: Who then art Rom. xiv. 4j 
thou that judgeft another's houfehold fervant? (as the 


original word fignifies.) For God is his only matter ; 


to him he ftandeth or falleth, or is accountable for his 


conduct herein: and, though he may be miftaken, 
yet, if the mafter of the houfe hath received him as 
one of the houfehold, none of the reft of the fervants 
fhould judge him, or puta ftumbling-block, or occa- 
fion to fall, in his brother’s way ; much lefs fhut him 
out of his mafter’s houfe and from his table, which is 
an ordinance and focial duty, and privilege in the 
church, for all his fervants, for their edification. 

VI. .The time of uniformity amongift the children 
of God and fervants of Chrift, in things not effential 
to falvation, is not yet come: and till then, it feems, 
the great Head of the church is pleafed to permit dif- 
ferent fentiments to take place in non-eflentials, for 
the greater trial and exercife of true Chriftian charity, 
long fuffering, and forbearance, amongft his people ; 
which an exact uniformity might prevent; therefore 
it fhould not be infifted on as,a term for fellowfhip in 
the churches of Chrift. 

VII. An uniformity in the mode of Water-Baptifm 
is not eflential to a true church of Chrift, or the foun- 
dation of true Chriftian love amongft brethren: for 
focieties may be formed on an uniformity in the out- 
ward mode of this ordinance, and yet not be true 
churches of Chrift, nor have any true Chriftian love 
fubfifting amongft them: and there certainly are many 
true churches of Chrift, whofe members are knit to- 
gether in true Chriftian love, and enjoying the prefence 
of Chrift amongft them, though of different fentiments 

about 


1 Cor. Xie 
23. 


| 
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( 4) 
ahout the mede of Water-Bapti m: therefore fuch 4 
difference fhould be no bar to féllowfhip amongft the 


churches of Chrift. 


John x. IX. 


Jere til. 15° 


Jer. xxiii. 1, 2. 


John xuit.34.35. 
a Jobn in. 18. 


Eph. v. 2. 


Rom. xiv. 1. 


Rom. xv. 1, 7. 


Jobn xv. 12. 


VIII. ‘The Lord Jefus; as the great and good fhep- 
herd of his flock, the church, hath pronounced, that 


he who entereth in by him, as "he door, fhall be faved; 


and fhall goin and out and find pafture. And all the 
faints and faithful in Chrift have thus entered in, and 
havea right to this promife : therefore all paftors; who 
are after Chrift’s heart, fhould feed them with know- 
ledge and underftanding, and not fcatter or drive them 


away, or hinder them from enjoying the fweet and 


green paftures Chrift hath provided forthem, Again! 
fuch a woe is pronounced, who do. fcatter and drive 
them away. 

IX. The new royal law of the King of faints. is, 
that they love one another as he hath loved them ; 
that-they alfo love one another: and it is the diftin- 
guifhing character by which we may not only know, 
but all men may know, we are his difciples, if we 
have love one to another. Love not in word, neither in 
tongue, but in deed andintruth. As, therefore, the 
many weaknefles and miftakes of his people did not, 
nor do now, hinder his love and prefence with them, 
neither fhould they hinder us from loving and walking 
in love withthem. But how contrary is it to our du- 
ty #0 fhut them out of his houfe and from/his Table ? 

~X. The apoftolic rules are, for us to receive the 
weak in. faith; to bear their infirmities ; to receive 
one another, as Chrift alfo received us, to the glory 
of God: rules enforced by the example of Chrift, 
who receives the weak as well as the ftrong, and bears 


. with the infirmities of his people and churches: the 


Mat. xii. 2. 


Rev. it. and ii. 


bruifed reed he ‘did not break, and fmoking flax he did 
not quench. Though he had many things againf 
the Afiatic churches, yet he owned them as his, ‘and 
walked 
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walked in the midft of them; and he ftill does with 
all fuch as hold him as their head, the fundamental 
do&trines of Chriftianity, the ordinances in fubftance, 
and whofe converfations are according to godlinefs, 
though there may be many weaknefles and miftakes a. 
amongf them: the thought of which fhould allay 
party-fpirit among real Chriftians, and.en- 
gage them to walk together with all lowlinefs and Eph. iv. s. 
anecknefs, with long fuftering, one ano- 
in leve. 

XI. The apottolic practice was, to allow liberty of 
ence, and to exercife great forbearance towards 
brethren, who, through weaknefs and education- 
principles, were miftaken in things of as great mo- 
ment as the outward mode of Water-Baptifm ; .not 
refufing fellowship with thofe who were Zealoufly 
attached to fome of the abolifhed rites of the ceremo- 
nial law, and the cuftoms of the elders, particularly 
circumcifion, the Jewifh Sabbath and fafts, meats and Gal. iv. 9, 10. 
drinks, and :divers wafhings, and alfo purification i AN Heb. ix. 10. 
the Temple for the vow of the Nazarite, ; 

Yea, the great apoftle Paul circumcifed Timothy, A&s xvi. 3¢ 
took upon him the Nazarite’s vow, fhaved. his A&s xxi. 24. 
at Cenchrea, and alfo fays, Unto the Jews I became: Cor. i. 20,21, 
asa Jew, that I might gain the Jews: to them. that ** 
are under the law, as under the law, that, might gain 
them that are under the law : to them that are. with- 
out law, as without Jaw, (being not without law to 
‘God, byt .under.the law to Chrift;) that,I might gain 
‘them that are without law: to the weak became I as 
‘weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all 
things to all men, that I, might by all means fave 
fome. The mainconcern of the apoftle was, to gain 
fouls to the faving knowledge of Chrift; without 
which all outward forms will be of no avail. Things 
_andifferent were indifferent to him. Thus fhould it 
‘ C be , 


| 
a 
‘ 
} 
‘ 
7 
a 
> 
2 


be with all the minifters of Chrift; promoting love 
and unity among. all faints, though of different fenti- 
ments about fome mere outward forms. | 
‘XII. The members of the church at Philippi were 


Phil. iii. 15,16. of different fentiments about things not effential to 


falvation : they had not all attained the fame degree 
of light and knowledge of divine things; and yet, 
muft they walk together in the ordinances of God’s 
houfe? Yes: the apoftle fays, Neverthele{s, whereto © 
we have already attained, let us walk by the fame | 
rule, let us mind the fame thing. And if in any | 
thing ye be otherwife minded, God fhall reveal even 
this unto you. As if he had faid, Let not your dif- | 
ferent fentiments break Chriftian love, or hinder you 
from walking in church fellowfhip with each other fo 
far as ye areagreed; leaving each other with God, to 
reveal the truth of thofe things in which you are dif- 
ferently minded : he is the beft inftruGtor, who has led 
you into the truth ; and’ your refufal to walk together 
in a church ftate is hot 
ther into the truth, ' 

-XHI. The mind fs ‘not ‘to: be forced i into 
. truth by rigour, but led into it by free enqniry and ra- 
tional inward conviction: and the exercife of Chriftian 
 Tove’and forbearance is the moft likely means of foften- 
‘ing the minds’ of miftaken brethren, of diffipating 
their prejudices, of putting them upon a free and im- 
‘partial’ enquiry after the truth, and’ rendering them 
‘more ‘fufeeptible of it) A rigid, cenforious, uncha- 
ritabley 4pirit towards. brethren, is contrary to the 
Spirit of Chrift, and todhut and bar the door againfta 
‘brother is a ftrange | way of teftifying our love to him, 
‘or of convincing him of his miftakes. _ 

There is a vaft difference between a perfon 
ahd difbelieves and rejects Water-Baptifm as an ordi- 
of Chrift, and one who believes and is found in 
~ | at 
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Sothat it is unjuftifiable to deny. them what the 


i€as he really underftands it. Nor can it be the duty 
of any one to fubmit to a different mode, unlefs he is | | 
perfuaded, in his own mind, that the mode he has al- 
ready fubmitted- to was wrong, For Baptifin is thes Pet.iii 
anfwer of a good confcience towards God, and blind 
obedience is neither required or acceptable to him. 
And as amiftaken defeé in one duty will not exempt 
brethren from being found in other important duties, 
which they have light into, and which are privileges for 
their edification, neither will it juftify any in debar- 
ing them from being found in the focial duty and pri- 
vilege of the Lord’s Supper. 
Believing Pedobaptifts have the fame fpiritual 
views of the ordinance of Water-Baptifm; and look 
upon themfe)ves as under the fame folemn engagements 
in their fubmiffion to it, in their mode, as the Baptifts 
do in theirs : fo that there is an agreement in the fub-. 
ftance, though not in the external mode of it: which 
difference ought not to deftroy the comforts of loves 
the fellowfhip of the fpirit, and the bowels and mer- 
cies which the children of God, as hiseleét, holy and aay ii. t. 
beloved, fhould put on and exercife towards each.“ 
other. 
XVI. Believing Padobaptifts walk; as s honourably t Thef. iii. 
in the world towards thofe who are without, and. alfo 
in the church, and are as capable of, and as. ftrict in, 
difcharging the facred, duties refpecting the Table of 
the Lord, as the Baptifts; fuch. as examining Of :cor.xi.o4,25) 
themfelves, and fo eating of that bread and drinking a6, 208.: 
of that cup, difcerning the Lord’s body, doing it in ws 
remembrance of him ;. fhewing the Lord’s death till 
he come; and, though many in number, yet: parta- ; Cor.x. 17; 
king of that one Bread, as one Bread and one Body. 


common of the children of the 
of the Lord, 77 | i 
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Kom. i. 6, 7. 
Cor. i. 2. 
Eph. 1. 
€oh i. 2. 


Fight, yet your adopting that unfcriptural 


_ whith is‘ unfriendly to the life and power of godlinefs. 
certainly ‘one of the mof fubtle and fuccefsful 


- . godlinefs among the children of God s to fet them at 
variance about the outward forms of Godlinefs, un- 
- Get the fpevious pretence of a zeal for God, till they 
betomie there party-bigots to an empty name. As all 
“partyenames and diftinctions, of human device, tend 
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~-XVII. If Baptifm by immerfion had been efferitiaka 
ly neceflary for conftituting a true church of Chrift, 
or for the admifion of members into it; or a different 
mode a fufficient bar.to keep a perfon out of it and — 
from his Table; we might fuppofe that fome of the 
epifties, to the primitive churches of Chrift, would 
have been at leaft infcribed; To the baptized church 
of Chrift: and alfo that the apoftles, in giving the 
characters of the members of the fame churches, 
would fornetimes have called them baptized believers — 
or brethren, as well as the beloved of God, the called 
of Jefus Chrift, the fan&ified in Chrift fefus, and 
the faints artd faithful brethren in Chrift: but, as 
they are not, furely thofe perfons, who anfwer the © 
charaéters given the members of the pure apoftolic 
churches, are fit to be received into any of the church- 
es of Chrift in our days ; and their being baptized in 
4 different mode, as it is the only bar raifed againf 
theif admittance; oupht to be removed away. 
XVIII. Sappofing the mode of immerfion to be 
-name 
and diftinétion, of the baptized churches of Chrift, 
and refufing fellowfhip with all who do not practife — 
the fame, is the ready way to let your good be evil 
fpokeh of , as it gives gréat reafon for people to think, 
you lay too great ftrefs on Baptifm by immerfion : 
and alfo it favours too much of a bigoted party-fpirit, 


wiles ‘of Satat, ds ‘an angel of light, that he might 
bréak ‘brotherly love and unity, and finother vital 
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to divide the churches and children of God, they 
ought not to be retained; as they are all but one bo- 
dy, and fhould have fellowfhip one with another. 
XIX. The laws of feparation and exclufion from 
God’s Houfe and Table, according to the facred 
oracles of truth, extend to the world; tofuch as con- 2 Cor. vi. 17, 
fent not to the doGtrine which is according to god- sTim.vi. 3,4, 
linefs ; to thofe who are deftitute of the truth; to the 
contentious ; to the prophane and diforderly walkers ; 2 Theff. iii. 6. 
and to the heretic. Amongft whom we cannot rank Ts. to. 
fincere, humble and honourable, believers, who walk 
confcientioufly according to the light God has given 
them, though their 'fentiments are different about 
Baptifm. Againft fuch there is no Jaw, nor ought Gal.v. 23. 
any church or minifter to make any. 
XX. Laftly, all the faints and faithful in Chrift, 
both Baptifts and Pedobaptifts, belong to the gerte- Heb. xii. 22, 
ral aflembly and church of the firft-born, which are *7- 
written in heaven in the Lamb’s book of life; and, 
as fellow-citizens of Mount Zion, the city of the li« 2 Pet. i. ta, 
ving God, the heavenly Jerufalem, they will all have 
entrance miniftered unto them abundantly into the 
everlafting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jefus 
Chrift, where they will fpend a blifsful eternity to- 
gether in the enjoyment of alt the glories thereof, 
and join in concert in finging, in the height of Zion, 
the high praifes of God and the Lamb: the amazing 
_ rapturous thoughts of which fhould unite all the 
faints here in love to, and fellowfhip with each other, 
in the Houfe of God and at his Table. 
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OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 


OBJECTION I. 


T ‘is contrary to the commiffion of Chrift, and 

the order and practice of the primitive apoftolic 
Pro, t9- Churches. of Chrift. . For fuch as were firft taught were 
then baptized, and after Baptifm were added to the 
A@sit.4:. church; and there is neither precept nor precedent of 
any being received into the church without Baptifm. | 
ANSWER. Peaedobaptifts, agreeable to the com- 
miffion of Chrift, and the order and practice of the 
primitive apoftolic churches, require Baptifm before 
perfons are added to the church: and it is no won- 
der that length of time and the fruitful wits of men 
have caufed different {fentiments to take place, among 
‘real. Chriftians, about the mode ,of it. But furely 
this difference ought not to make us break the royal 

Jaw. of Jove, and. burft the dear bands of Chriftian 
brotherhood and fellowthip, in the churches of Chrift. 
We have both precepts and precedents for brethren 

to exercife charity, long fuffering, and forbearance, 
towards each other, under their weaknefles, infirmities, 
and: miftakés ; Gut neither precept nor precedent to 
exclude them from the Houfe of God and from his 

- Table; unlefs they are fuch weaknefles and miftakes 
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‘as are fubverfive of the fundamental doétrines of 
Chrift and the moral walk of the Chriftian. 
» ‘Where will the ftri& Baptift find either precept or | 4 
precedent to receive’ and retain perfons in their 
churches merely becaufe they agree with them and : 
fubmit to their mode of Baptifm, and yet are unfound f 
in the doéirine of the Trinity and the Sonfhip of 
Chrift ? who embrace the abfurd notion of the pre- 
exiftence of his human foul’; who deny the Chriftian 
‘Sabbath and Chrift’s. purchafe.of the bleffings of grace 
‘and glory; that minifters {hould preach the law; 
and that it is the duty of unregenerate finners to pray ~ 
for fpiritual bleffings, Such fhould therefore 
confider, and caft out the beam out of their own eye, Mat. vii. 94.35% 
that they may fee a to caft out the mote out 9 
their brother’s eye. 
OBJECTION II. Chritt is Lord and 
in his own’ houfe ; minifters only fervants, ‘who have 
‘no right to alter or difpenfe with this or any other or- 
‘dinance, but to adminifter them to 
‘in fuch modes as he‘hath appointed. » 
-ANSWER. Weclajm no right to alter or difpente 
with this or any ordinance of Chrift ; but do admi- 
nifter it to fuch perfons andin fuch a inal as he hath 
appointed, even to fuch who anfwer a good confcience 
in it, being fully perfuaded of their duty-therein. 
But Chrift, as Lord and Lawgiver, hath not given 
‘us any right toimpofe :this or any ordinance on any, 
without their knowledge and choice. You will fay, 
-let them wait till they fee it their duty in the mode of 
immerfion. ; .Is this thy kindnefs to thy brother? 
‘Becaufe he cannot fee to difcharge his duty and enjoy 
*a privilege in the fame mode you do, to hinder him 
‘from doing his duty and enjoying the privileges of his | 
father’s houfe, which heknows to be both his duty 
and privilege, and the common privilege of the whole 
houfehold 
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( 12 ) 
hhoufehold of faith, for their mutual peace, comfort 
and edification. If fuch ftriétnefs were attended to, 
how few Chriftian churches would there be in the 
world? And the far greater number of God’s people 
would be debarred, all their days, from the privileges 
of his Houfe and: Table, to the great difhonour of 
Chrift and his kingdom, and the real lofs of his peo- 
ple, from a want of that very edifying focial ordi- 
mance of the Supper and difcipline of God’s Houfe. 

- OBJECTION III. If we difpenfe with one or- 
dinance of Chrift, we may alfo with the other, and fo 
lofe both Baptifm andthe Suppertoo. Such forbear- 
ance is fat from Chriftian love, it is fuffering fin to | 
ANSWER. As before we difpenfe with 
neither, but adminifter Baptifm by immerfion to fuch 
| as believe it their duty. 
| And as all our religious fervices fhould be free and 
not. forced, and every man fully perfuaded in his own 
| a mind, .it would ‘be: to the fpirit of Chriftian- 
= : ity, to debar confcientious Chriftians from the liberty 
} and freedom of thinking and judging for themfelves 
| in matters of religion, and to exercife forbearance 
' towards them in things not eflential. And certainly 
i fuch forbearance, and walking in Chriftian love and 


> 


fellowthip with them, muft fhew more affection ta- 

| wards them than a rigid uncharitable conduct, in 
“Fable. vo} 

» Andit is fuffering-fin to reft on our brother indeed, 
in: hindering him ‘from fuch duties and privileges -he 
‘knows and defires to:be found in, for his edification 
and the glory of God, only becaufe he does not fee it 
this duty to fubmit to the fame mode in Baptifm as we 
‘do.’ If my brother fees not every fhade in colours as 
Or, if he is lame, muft 
fj 
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( 13 ) 
I prevent his walking at all in fuch paths as he casi 
walk? The way to prevent an! abufe of Chriftian 
forbearance would be, to be careful to admit none but 
fincere believers into fellowfhip : fuch will not want 
a difpenfation from any known duty, but will be for 


walking in all the commandments and Of Luke i. 6% 
the Lord blamelefs. 


OBJECTION IV. To admit of mixed commu- 
nion, is the ready way to make perfons fet light by and 
negleét the ordinance of Baptifm. | 
_ ANSWER, It is an excellent declaration of that 
great divine, Thomas Goodwin, vol. i. p. 489. 
— ‘* For my part, this I fay, and I fay it with much 
** integrity, I never yet took up religion by parties 
“¢ inthe lump :. I have found, by trial of things, that 
** there is fome truth on all fides ; I have found holi- | 
** nefs where you would little think it, and fo like- 
** wife truth: and I have. learned this principle, 
which! hope I fhall never lay down till I am fwal- 
** lowed up of immortality, and that is, to acknow= 
** ledge every good thing, and hold communion with 
** it, in men, in churches, or whatfoever elfe. I 
‘* learn this from Paul ; I learn this from Jefus Chrift 
** himfelf: he filleth all in all; he is in the hearts 
“< of his people, and filleth them in his ordinances to 
** this day; and, where Jefus Chrift filleth, why 
“© fhould we deny an acknowledgement and a right- 
hand of fellowfhip and communion?” 
If all the faints aéted on the fame principles, wiz. 
** to acknowledge every good thing, and hold com- 
‘© munion with it, in men and in churches,” it would 
be the ready way to provoke to love and good works ; 
and, inftead of fetting light by and neglecting this 
Ordinance, to remove prejudices, _and engage to an 
‘impartial enquiry into it, and, when enlightened, to 
be found init, Bug fetting too high a value on the 
| : D mode 
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( ) 
fhiede of it, as if eflential to a true Church of Chiit 
tind falvation, and as a term of communion, is thé 
ready way to make perfons fet light by it and negle& 
it, and thefe perfons too who thus abufe it. How 
unnatural would it be, todifown a brother, to forbid 


- Wim our father’s houfe and table, and to refufe to walk 


with him in the king’s highway, becaufe he has traced 
a lonely path Idiflike? 

» OBJECTION IfBaptitts 
baptifts into communion with them, they would foort 
be over-run with them, atid fo no — churches 


left, and the ordinance of Baptifm loft. 


"ANSWER. If you have any doubt about the va- 
lidity of yout practice, or think there is not fufficient 
evidence in the facted oracles for it, or that God will 
not maintain it as his own caufe, this may be a very 
formidable objection indeed: but, if you have no 
doubt about it, your carnal policy will be a poor tot- 
tering fupport to the caufe of truth: it wants no fuch 
fupport ; hor will it be of the leaft advantage, but a 
preat detriment to it, If churches are but careful in 
admitting only real -Chriftians into communion, they 
need not fear ‘the tofs of vital godlinefs or any ordi- 
nance of Chrift : for fach wilt be like the noble Be- 
reans, receive the word with all readinefs of mirid, and 
fearch. ‘the Scriptures’ daily, thefe things 
were fo, 

OBJECTION vi. Such a Coalition of parties 
flows either from lukewarmnefs and indifferency about 
religion, or after and 
motives. 

ANSWER. ‘As he Lord over all the 
faints, ‘and rich unto all that call upon him; to walle 


in love and unity with all fuch as in every place call 


upon the name of Jefus Chrift our Lord, both theirs 


is fo from hewing Jukewarmnefs end 


indifferency 
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( i ) 

indifferency about religion, that it is the agreeable 
fruit of godlinefs, and fhews that fuch are not barren 
nor unfruitfyl. in the knowledge of our Lord: fefus a Pet. i. 7, 8, 9. 
- Chrift: but he that lacketh thefe things (particularly 
brotherly kindnefs and charity) is blind, and cannot 
fee far off, through his party bigotted zeal for a mere 
outward mode, which is no true fign ofa zeal for God Rom. x. 1, 2. 
re to knowledge, 

. As to a defire after popularity, vad worldly. mo- 
sieved, furely they are too.mean for any true minifter 
of Chrift to be influenced Can we fuppofe the 
objector is influenced by any fuch motives, and fo 
raifes thefe fevere reflections on his brethren from the 
fecret emotions of hisown heart _What.can be faid 
of thofe who do receive and retain perfons in fellow- 
fhip with them, en fubmitting to their mode of Bap- 
tifm, who valtly differ from them in points of doéttine 
of far greater importance than the mode of Baptifm, 
and for which they have neither precept nor precedent 
of any fuch being admitted into the primitive apoftolic 
churches of Chrift? And it is well if others are. not 
endeavour Lng to. foment a narrow bigoted party+{pirit 
amongft their people, left they fhould lofe any of thofe 
who may have an opportunity of hearing minifters of 
the gofpel of other denominations to their greater com- 
fort and edification. However it may be, fuch hard 
cenfures favour too much of a virulent party-fpirit : 
it would be more agreeable to truth and the fpirit of 
‘Chrift to fay, fuch a coalition of parties flows from 
an earneft defire to put on and to exercife, above all Col.iii.14. 
things, charity ; which is the bond of perfeétnefs, the 1° *""-2""3 
greateft grace; without which we are nothing, though — 
_ we may be zealous for the, beft outward modes of reli- 
gion. 

OBJECTION VII, There are of 
own denomination to which they may join. | 

D2 ANSWER, 


—_ 
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ANSWER. [If there are, that will not juftify you 
in barring them out of your churches, if they havea 
right of entrance and defire fellowfhip with you, — 
| But in many places there are not churches of their 
own’ ‘denomination that they can, with ‘convenience 
and comfort, join with; and with what. juftice can 
we hinder a brother from his duty:and ufefulnefs in 
the church, and to live in neglect of ‘the focial and 
very edifying ordinance of the Lord’s Supper, which 
he ought often to.be found in, becaufe'we think he is 
miftaken about the mode of Baptifm, which is only a 
perfonal duty out of the church, and only to be once 
fubmitted to?’ The’ privileges of church fellowfhip 
are ‘too valuable to be facrificed at fo cheap a rate. If 
a brother does not rightly underftand every part of 
his father’s will and: know every legacy in it, fhould 
he be deprived of all.the rights and privileges his fa- 
ther has lefthim? Or becaufe he wiil not receive and © 
enjoy oneiin the way I think his father would have 
had him, muft I keep him out of his houfe and de- 


him of all his father hath left.him? Any one 


may! fee how unjuft and cruel fuch:condyué would he, 
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ILLUSTRATIVE DIALOGUE. 


ENAIAH and-SEMEI were brethren equally 
beloved of their father, who determined to make 


them joint heirs of all he had ; nor could it be known 4 Cor. iii, 21. 


which of them loved their father moft, or were mof 
willing to obey him in all things. | Bufinefs obliges 
their father to leave them awhile ;, and he gave them 
this charge and rule, that they fhould live together 
in:love, and, not fall out or vex one another by, the 
way; and that they fhould be wafhed before they fit 
together at his table to eat bread. Both of them, in 
love and duty to their) dear father, | chearfully obeyed 
his rule as they really underftood it. Benaiah under- 


ftood that, his father’s rule was, to have his whole bo- . 


dy wafhed.:, Semei, that his. father only intended the 
wafhing of his face with his hands, 
 Benajah is very angry with his brother, and chides 


him much, becaufe he did not underftand and praéctife | 


_ his father’s rule about wathing .in. the fame jrode or 
mannerhe did. 

Semei fays,. brother; are you fo an- 
gry with me? ; For I have as great a love to my fa- 
ther, and am as obedient to his rule, as yous. for I 
have 


- 


é 
| 
‘ 
4 
AK 
* 
a 


- 


{ 18 ) 
have been wafhed as I firmly believe our father coms 
manded us. 

Benaiah faid, very warmly, you have not; and, if 
you will not be wafhed as I have been, you fhall not 
fit at my father’s table with me, nor will I fuffer you 


_toenter his houfe; for I will fhut the door upon you, 
and 98 fhall have no privilege there as my brother. 


Haftily fhuts the door. 


Semei cries out, my dear brother, be not fo hot, 
nor déal fo harfhly:with me: for, though you are not 
wafhed in the fame mode or manner I am, (which I 
believe is agreeable to our father’s rule,) yet I am not 
fo angry with you, but am willing to dwell in my 
father’s houfe and fit at his table with you, and why 
fhould not you with me? Let there be no ftrife be- 
tween us, for we are-brethren; and how good and 


 pleafant is it for brethren to dwell together in unity ? 


So. pray open the door; tet me bet! us live’ 
in-love-and at peace. 
Bins T will not yen not come 
in, nor fitat my father’s table with me, unlefs you will 
bewafhed in the'mode: 
rule of our father. - 
Semé This is hard indeed 
to the beft of my knowledge, I have obeyed 


as, 


the rule 


of my father in wathing ‘but, unlefs I will alfo obey 


you, and’ be wafhed in the mode you would have me, 
you wil?inot permit me to fit with you at my father’s 
table, nor to enter his houfe, but fhut the door againk 
me, and ‘fot let enjoy any privilege there. Such 
unbecaming behaviour as‘this will not convince me, 
if have miftaken my father’s rule in wafhing : your 
unkind treatment of me thus is without any rule of my 
father’s ; he never ordered-you to exclude me from © 
his houfe and table, if I’ did not rightly underftand 


| his rule'in watbing, ‘Or was not wafhed in the mode 


you 
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you havebeen, If 1am wrong in my mode of wafhs 


ing, I am fure you are wrong in ufing me thus;,. for 
_ you know how ftriétly our dear father charged us to 


live together in love, ‘and not to fall out by the way § Gen. xiv. 24: 


fo pray open the door and let me comein, — 

‘Ben. I will open the door and let you in, if you 
will but obey our father in being wafhed in the fame 
mode which I have been, 
|. Sem. When my father is pleafed to let me know I 
have miftaken the rule he left with us, and that your 
inode of worfhip is his will, I then will be obedient; 
but, till then, if I were to fubmit to it, I fhould only 
be obeying you and not my father; and you have no 
authority to command my obedience to you herein. 
And I am fure, if I have not rightly underftood my 
father’s rule in wafhing, as he would know it is not 
out of ftubbornnefs, or from a want of love and area- 
dinefs to obey him in all things, he would not have 
fhut me out of his houfe and from his table on the ac- 
count of it, but, as an affectionate and indulgent pa- 
rent, own and receive me as his fon, and be the more 
tender and careful in inftructing me: and you, as a 
. brother, would pity my weaknefs, and receive me as a 
- brother, and be tender of me, and not ufurp an au- 
thority over me, under a pretence of my not obeying 
the rule of my father in wafhing, fo as to keep me out 
of his houfe and from his table. For he gave youno 
fuch orders, but ftriétly charged us to live together in 
his houfe in love and at peace till he came again: fo 


Jet us be obedient to our Baer and let all difcord Prov. vi. 1g 


ceafe between us, 

Ben. I will ftritly attend to my father’s rule in 
wafhing ; and, when you are wafhed as I am, I will 
Jet you in and not before. 

Sem. [have as ftriétly attended to my father’s rule 
in wathing, I believe, as you have; and our father 
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has left no fuch rule for you to exclude me from his 
haufe and table, if I would not be wafhed as you have 
been: and your afluming fuch a lordly power in my 


, father’s houfe, and over me your brother, and enacting 


without his authority fuch a law of exclufion, and 
putting it into execution againft me, fo as to keep me 
out of his houfe and from enjoying any privileges 
there, muft certainly be highly difpleafing to him, 


‘whofe orders were, that we fhould not envy or vex one 


another, but love as brethren and walk in love. So 
ferioufly confider what you are doing againft me, and 
how you will anfwer for treating me ~ to our father, 
when he comes again, 
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AN 


INCIDENTAL 


A. N eminent Padobaptift Minifter of the Gofpel, 
: going a journey; refted on the Lord’s day in a 
town where he had been long acquainted with a Bap- 
tift minifter and his people, and amongft whom he had 
often preached with great acceptance. Through 
their earneft folicitations he preached to them in the 
morning, and engaged to preach again in the eyening. 
After morning fervice they declared how greatly they 
were comforted arid edified undek his miniffry ; that he 
had fed them with the fineft of the wheat; with fa- 
voury meat, fuch as their fouls loved. jAs the Pz- 
dobaptift minifter was in a lively frame# finding his 
heart knit to the people, and that they were to enjoy 
the facred ordinance of the Lord’s Supper that after- 
noon, he was défirous of enijoyihg dccafional Com- 
munion with them at:the Table of the, Lord, and 
expreffed his defire that they would grantjhim liberty 
to do fo. Both minifter and people feémed ftruck 
with his defire and ‘requeft, arid licfitated about it. At 
laft they anfwered him, they could not comply with 
his requeft, as it was contrary to their order as 2 
church; for they admitted none into Communion 
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with them but fuch as were baptized by immerfion. 
What! fays the Peedobaptitt minifter, muft I feed 
you fo agreeably as you have declared this morning, 
and again hold forth the word of life, and preach 
Chrift to you, as the food of your fouls, this evening, 
and yet you will not grant me liberty to eat bread with 
you at his Table, though I believe I am rightly bap- 
tifed aswell as you? If fuch rigid order be agreeable 
to my Lord’s will I am greatly miftaken : fee ye to it, 
how you will arfwerit another day, 

To conclude, as ftri& Baptifts freely admit Pedo- 
baptift minifters into their pulpits to preach the 
everlafting Gofpel; ‘and exprefs the higheft fatisfaction 


_ with their miniftry, thereby owning their gifts and 


call from Chrift to the higheft office in the church, 
it muft therefore be very inconfiftent not to admit 
them to enjoy the common privilege of the meancht 
member in the houfe of God. 

Let the reader attend to the following queries, and 
every rigid ftrict Baptift determine ee as tO 
the i of his 


Qu E Y By: | 
‘Does not Paul mean, by receiving, in Romans, re- 
ceiving into the Church? as the Syriac verfion is, 
give the hand to ‘hints that is weak ; -a form ufed in 


3 of 


Was not God’s: receiving the rule for the Romans 
to go ti in receiving members into the church 


not the rule. of the infpired 


_ epoftle for the admiffion of members) in force ms as 
| as in the apoftolic age ? 
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Iv. 
* Does not Paul’s reafoning prove that no weaknefg 


of faith, but fuch as evidence God hath hot received 


. perfon, is a fufficient bar to church communion, 


QUERY V. 
: Many Pedobaptifts, by their principles, temper 
and conduat, appear to be {uch as God hath received, 
notwithftanding their miftakes about Baptifm. Are 
we not therefore commanded to receive i becaufe 
God hath received them ? 


QUERY 
Is not as much required in order to an office in the 
church as to private memberfhip? . - 


Q UERY Vil. 

Is it not as inconfiftent to receive a Prdobaptift, 
as a minifter, and admit him into the pulpit, as to ad- 
mit him into the church and tothe Lord’s table? 
QUERY VIII. | 
Where have you either precept or example for res 
ceiving them as minifters, and into, your pulpits, any 
more than for receiving them as members ? 
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